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Re:  Request for Sponsorship






September 1, 2007
Students at Vanden High School, would like to continue participation in the FIRST Foundation's Robotics Competition (www.usfirst.org).  In this competition students work together with local engineers to construct robots that will compete in a variety of "games" against robots from other high schools from California and across the nation.  In the past, these competitions have been featured on local news shows and on cable stations like The Science Channel, Discovery Channel, CNN, NASA TV, and also live on the web.  In the 2002 and 2003 millions of viewers watched our school compete in championship matches that took place in California and Texas.  In 2005, Channel 31, KMAX, from Sacramento, did a feature story on our team while we competed at the UC Davis competition. In 2006, our team was selected to receive the Motorola Quality Award and the Finalist Trophy. Last year, our team was selected to receive the Delphi Automotive Driving Tomorrow’s Technology Award and again received the Finalist Trophy.
In the past seven years, 87 participating students have graduated on to college where 82% are continuing their studies of math, science, engineering or technology.  We keep our robotics team open to all Vanden High School students in which 12% are socio-economically disadvantaged and 35% are from under-represented minority groups.  Many of our participating students graduate from high school in the top of their class and have left behind a legacy of success.  They have transformed the way students and our community perceives math, science and technology.  No longer are students looked down upon by their peers when they show an interest in these fields, but moreover are looked upon as wanting to do something COOL.



We have also begun spreading our knowledge and enthusiasm by expanding our outreach efforts.  Our team regularly mentors nearby high school teams to get robotics teams offered at their schools.  We also participated with UC Davis on the planning of the Davis-Sacramento Regional Competition and volunteer during the competition.  Our students mentor elementary students with their Lego Robotics Team so that they to can be inspired and compete in the First Lego League Challenge.  We currently mentor at Cambridge Elementary, Foxboro Elementary and at the Vacaville Boys and Girls club.
Our robotics team consists of both male (60%) and female (40%) students and range in their experience and background.  While some students participate because of their interest in the engineering and sciences, others participate to develop computer modeling and programming skills, and some are interested in assisting with the business and management of such a large project.  

In order to continue with our team’s objectives, we are seeking $25,000 in sponsorships to assist with competition entrance fees, robotic and electronic equipment, tools, outreach expenses, grants to new local teams, and travel and freight costs.  

With your support students are able to build sophisticated robots, go to competitions, gain real world experiences and qualify for scholarships to top colleges and universities.  Our levels of contributions are recognized as follows.
Contribution Level

Recognition








Platinum Level:
$5000

Your name incorporated with ours (displayed before, during, and after all

matches) at all competitions, presentations, demonstrations, and in all

publications; and all recognitions included from lower levels.

Gold Level:
$1000

Your name listed on our Team Shirts, Banner, and Robot; and all recognitions

included from lower levels.

Silver Level:
$500

Your name listed on our nationally linked Website, www.vandenrobotics.org;

and all recognitions included from lower level.

Bronze Level:
$100

Framed picture of our team and thank you letter for supporting this most unique





educational experience; making a lasting impression in the growing minds of

today’s youth.

What we are asking from the businesses and organizations of our town, is your support in helping young minds excel to the farthest reaches of their imaginations, and making more out of life by experiencing the world first hand.  We would love for you to be part of our futures so we can be a part of yours.

We thank you for your time and consideration.
Vanden High School Robotics�


Contact:


Doug Green, Science Teacher & Robotics Coach, � HYPERLINK "mailto:dgreen@travisusd.k12.ca.us" ��dgreen@travisusd.k12.ca.us�   �2951 Markley Lane, Fairfield, CA 94533�707-449-9478 H   707-628-3719 cell





All donations are tax deductible.  We are a 501(c)3 non-profit- #94-6002197.  All checks should be made payable to: Vanden High School with Robotics mentioned in the memo section.





“I think I am doing so well because I have much better understanding of what is happening to the aircraft in flight. … I’m especially glad I joined the robotics team. Exercising the engineering side of my brain thoroughly helped me see some of the new, completely foreign concepts I had to learn for flight. ... I only hope that Vanden will keep the Robotics program going into the future. It is invaluable to the students who have a mind for engineering which only needs some exercise”.


Walter Johansen, Embry-Riddle University (former student )








“It's been a rewarding experience watching these students develop into engineers throughout the project:  designing and redesigning, building and rebuilding, programming and reprogramming, testing and re-testing.  Tenacity, responsibility, commitment and teamwork are some of the most important skills that they learn, skills that will serve them well in college and in life, no matter what career path they choose.” 


Dr. Karen McDonald, UC Davis (mentor)














