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UPCOMING EVENT
DATES
BUILD SEASON KICK-OFF
LOCATION: Vanden High School
DATE: Saturday, January 8th, 2022
TIME: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

ROBOTICS PARENTS MEETING
LOCATION: Google Meet
DATE: Monday, January 10th, 2022
TIME: 7:00 PM

UPCOMING EVENT DETAILS…

Kick-Off!
A new year is right around the corner,
and with that comes along a brand
new robotics building season! A new
season means a new competition
game theme, new objectives and… a
new robot! We will all gather together
to watch the official First Robotics
Competition livestream, then we will
spend the rest of our day analyzing
the game elements. Once we figure
out what our priorities are, we will
decide what mechanisms and
subsystems we want to prototype and
try out for our robot.

Robotics Parents Meeting
During the December RPM, parents,
mentors, and team members
discussed the latest fundraising

opportunity with Hank and Hazel’s
Really Good Sausages, as well as
ongoing Bingo fundraising and the
spaghetti feed (fall fundraiser) that is
still postponed until further notice.
The Fall Festival held on November
10th was also reviewed, and the
upcoming Night Out With Robotics.
Regionals in Sacramento and Silicon
Valley are also upcoming in March and
April, and travel, team member event
capacity, and vaccination status were
discussed. The updated build season
team meeting schedule has been sent
out, as has the food schedule for the
season. Build Season Kick-off will be
on Saturday the 8th, from 8am to
4pm. Attendees reviewed the VEX
tournament held at the school on
December 3rd and 4th, which went
well overall. The team will also assist
with the VEX EDR competition that
will be held at Golden West on
February 5th. Team Engineering
Updates, on-campus activities, and
financials were discussed, and build
season schedule and food were
further debriefed, then the meeting
was adjourned. For more information,
see the December RPM Meeting
Minutes.

Important Winter
Events…

Hank and Hazel’s
Team members, including media
manager Quinn Brown with the help of
Maya Swift, Elijah Ruiz, and Mitchell
Provencher had been promoting the
latest fundraising opportunity we had
received with Hank and Hazel’s Really
Good Sausages. That restaurant,
located on Merchant Street in
Vacaville, donated a portion of sales
on January 5th between 5pm and 8pm
to the robotics program. The team is
extremely grateful for the great profit
we received, and for a restaurant
buzzing with customers the entire
evening.

Rookie Training
Now that school is back in session and
that we are meeting in person again
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for the first time in over a year, many
of our newer members have had much
to learn. The veterans of every
committee have taken on the
responsibility of training all of the
rookies on the team. So far, our
rookies from every committee have
learned much important information.
As of right now, rookie members from
our design and mechanical
committees are working on designing
and creating prototype mechanisms.
Our goal is to train the next generation
of robotics leaders that can guide the
team for years to come since many of
the current veterans will be leaving the
team this year.

Fall Festival at Nut Tree
Plaza
In November,
outreach
manager
Charlotte
Rains
coordinated
with the Academy of the 21st Century
so that the Robovikes could help put
on a Fall Festival STEAM event. We
brought out some small EDR clawbots
that kids helped to fix. Thanks to
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everyone who helped out, many kids
got the chance to help make repairs to
and learn about the functions of EDR
clawbots. Along with bringing out the
robots, we did a small raffle to raise
money for the team. We had each
graduating class put together a
basket for the raffle and we raised
around $200!

Robot Updates

Parts for the robocart, a tool used to
cart around the robot, have been
made. A group of mechanical
members have
been working
together to
assemble it,
and it is nearly
ready for our
coming robot.

Mock Kickoff & Build
Season

Back in fall, the team started mock
build season with mock kick-off. This
pretend build season is a way for us to
train our rookies for the actual build
season, as well as to refresh the
memory and understanding of
robotics for the team’s veterans. We
watched a reveal for an older FRC
game, dissected all of the rules into a
slide show, and then debated
on/voted for potential mechanisms
that the robot would use to score.
After voting, the
team broke off
into
subcommittees,
where each one
discussed,
designed, and
prototyped a
mechanism for a robot. The
prototyping and designing was a good
way for newer members to really get
involved with challenging tasks for the
first time and more experienced
members had the opportunity to lead
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the subcommittee and prepare
themselves for build season
leadership. This mock build season is
an effective way for us to gain
experience and be better prepared for
when the actual build season comes
later in the year.

VEX EDR Competition

On December 4, 2022, our team
hosted a VEX EDR tournament! This is
an intermediate level of robotics that
ranges from middle school teams up
to high school engineering classes. On
December 3, members of our team
stayed after school for the rest of the
night to set up game fields and
various stations, as well as to prepare
for the tournament. On the day of the
competition, we had over 30 teams
partake in the event, with
pre-qualification matches in the first
half of the day, and qualifier matches
in the second half. VEX EDR
tournaments can often be challenging

to run because of the high number of
teams to manage, plus the game
fields, but this competition had gone
so smoothly that we were on schedule
for the entire event. The event was a
successful one, and an exciting
experience for the young teams that
got to compete with their robots!

Fundraising Opportunities
and Outreach Events
Bingo fundraising at VacaValley Bingo
Hall is ongoing, and the spaghetti feed
(fall fundraiser) is still postponed until
further notice. On November 10th, the
team worked with The Academy of the
21st Century to put on the Fall
Festival, Family STEAM Night. During
that event, the team raised $210
dollars from raffle ticket sales, and
gained great publicity. In upcoming
months, the team expects to host
Night Out With Robotics at Nut Tree
Plaza in Vacaville where they will
showcase
Lego
Robotics,
VEX
Robots
and other
items, as
well as raffle off donation baskets.
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This will be a full-team event. Along
with the events the team has put on
with the academy, the team directly
trained Academy students in our area
of expertise: robots. Our electrical
committee co-head, Jessica
Maglalang, and our app programming
committee co-head Chichi Iheanacho
represent the Robovikes by mentoring
and tutoring their robotics program.
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